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these f ind ings suggest  that  F i j i 's  concer ted ef for t  to
educate the public on oral hygiene and to train and provide
denta l  heal th specia l is ts  has succeeded in measurably
reducing a primary disabling oral condition among older
ad u l ts .

to the non-poor.  Whi le poor seniors in 1985 were 51
percent less likely to have difficulty in chewing, by 1999
the  s i tua t ion  worsened w i th  poor  sen io rs  becoming
almost 2 times more likely to report this condition. The
result could be attributed to a number of factors. Diet

among  the  poo r  i s  c l ea r l y  chang ing  i n  F i j i  w i t h  t he
increased ease of access to sugar, preserved products
and "junk food". Similarly, the abil ity of the poor to gain
access to good dental care may be l imited by income and
geographic barriers. Dental care represents costs and
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Figure 1 - Gomparison of Predicted Probabil it ies for Pooled Model : Older Persons Aged 60 and
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The one truly troubling result is the finding for poverty.
Referring to Figure 1, one of the most powerful shifts
between 1985 and 1999 is the tremendous increase in
the risk of oral health disease amortg the poor compared

over, 1985 and 1999

Model  Var iable 1985- 1999
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The man with toothache thinks everyone happy whoseI
I
I
I
L _

teeth are sound
(G.8. Shaw in Man and Superman)
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