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Introduction

The f i rs t  ever  professional  meet ing of  physic ians indig-
enous to the var ious Paci f ic  nat ions was held at  the
Hawai ' i  Pr ince Hote l ,  May 29 -  June 2,  2002.  l t  was a
histor ic  event ,  wi th s igni f icant  potent ia l  for  Paci f ic  peo-
p les ,  med ica l  p ro fess iona l s  and  the i r  c l i en te le .  Th i s  i s  a
reoort of that conference.

The conference had a mul t ip le purpose:
.  To br ing together  ind igenous Paci f ic  physic ians for  the

pu rpose  o f  d i scuss ing  sc ien t i f i c  &  p ro fess iona l  i s sues
o f  mu tua l  i n te res t ,

'  To gauge potent ia l  for  an organizat ion which would
t ranscend nat ional  boundar ies;  and

.  To hold a sc ient i f ic  meet ing wi th a focus on issues of
medical  /  publ ic  heal th s igni f icance to the var ious
peoples of  the Paci f ic  region.

Background

C o n f e r e n c e  o r g a n i z e r s
were :  D r .  Mar t i na  Kamaka ,
'Ahahui  'O Nau Kauka (Hawai-

ian doctors associat ion) ,  Dr .
Peter  Jensen,  Te Ora,  (New

The conference had a . . .  purpose:
To bring together indigenous Pacif ic

physicians for the purpose of
discussing scientif ic & professiona I

issues of mutual interest

widely exper ienced or  addressed.  For  th is  reason,  the
heads  o f  t he  t h ree  g roups  dec ided  to  t r y  ho ld ing  a
common  sc ien t i f i c  mee t i ng ,  and  to  d i scuss  the  po ten t i a l
and need for  some sor t  of  new professional  organizat ion.
The meet ing was adver t ized on thei r  ind iv idual  organiza-
t ion 's  websi tes,  through internat ional  media such as the
Paci f ic  Basin Medical  Associat ion (Yahoo group),  and by
di rect  recru i tment ,  most ly  by way of  e-mai l .The inter im
name for  the conference was establ ished as PRIDoC:
Paci f ic  Region Indigenous Doctor 's  Congress.

Theconference

Doctors at tending the PRIDoC conference in Honolu lu
(May 29 -  June 2 2002) were able to both network wi th
co l l eagues  f rom o the r  na t i ons  and  ob ta in  Con t i nu ing
Medical  Educat ion credi ts .  The CME's were organized
through the Straub Foundat ion by Dr.  Kalani  Brady ( 'Ahahui
member  and  on  facu l t y  a t  t he  John  Bu rns  Schoo l  o f
Medic ine,  Honolu lu) .  The network ing was a major  par t  of
the conference as the theme was medical  and publ ic
hea l t h  i ssues  as  expe r i enced  by  popu la t i ons  i nd igenous
to the Paci f ic  region.  The conference was funded most ly
by generosi ty  f rom El i -L i l ley of  New Zealand,  and many
medical  professionals '  & students '  a t tendance f rom across

the Paci f ic  was thereby as-
s i s ted .  The  Pha rmaceu t i ca l
Bus iness  Manager  o f  E l i - L i l l y ,
John  Wi l l i ams ,  was  i n  a t t end -
ance  th rough -ou t .  A  vo lun -
tee r  c rew  v ideo - taped  the
ent i re proceedings.

ooz'ft
m
Fmz
om
Fm
!on
{a

Zealand),  and Dr.  Ngaire Brown,  AIDA (Associat ion of
Indigenous Doctors of  Austra l ia) .  The conference fo l -
lowed several  occasions in  which members f rom one
organizat ion (eg:  Te Ora)  at tended the sc ient i f ic  meet ing
of  the other 's  organizat ion (eg:  AIDA).  At  these meer ings,
var ious doctors had real ized that  despi te nat ional  and
inguist ic  d i f ferences,  they were confronted wi th very
s im i l a r  med ica l ,  pub l i c  hea l t h  &  p ro fess iona l  deve lopmen t
problems.  At  thei r  regular  local  or  even internat ional
professional  meet ings,  these issues tended to be less

The conference formal ly  began wi th a ceremonia l  Ha-
wai ian welcome, b less ing and a prayer .  This  was an-
swered by representat ives of  the var ious regions,  in  thei r
nat ive language.  Each day a keynote address was g iven,
beginning wi th US Senator  Akaka on the f i rs t  day,  and
ending wi th Dr.  Ben Young (an or ig inal  Hokulea voyager)
on the last .  Var ious panel  presentat ions f i l led each morn-
ing,  wi th af ternoons devoted to break-out  groups and
CME sessions;  a poster  session was organized for  two of
the days.  Par t ic ipants a lso had the opt ion of  at tending
even ing  soc ia l  even ts ,  i nc lud ing  a  we l come recep t i on ,  an
evening of  music and appet izers at  the governor 's  man-
s ion,  a luau at  Queen Emma's Summer Palace (which

inc luded oer formances bv doctors f rom each associa-
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