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cancer on Guam, especially among Micronesians

Abst rac t :  The Cuam Cancer  Reg is t ry  (GCR)  co l lec ts  da ta  on  cases  o f  cancer  in  Cuam res idents  whether  the i r  in i t ra l  d iagnos is  i s  maoe
o n C u a m o r a s a r e s u l t o f a r e f e r r a l  t o a n o f f - i s l a n d m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  l t a l s o c o l l e c t s d a t a o n c a n c e r o f n o n - r e s i d e n t s d i a g n o s e d o n C u a m .
Al though inc lud ing  non-Cuam res ident  cancer  cases  in  s ta t i s t i ca l  tab les  w i l l  have the  e f fec t  o f  ra is ing  loca t  cancer  ra tes ,  th is  p robab ly
only part ial ly compensates for the number of Cuam-resident cancer cases that are diagnosed off- island and not reported to the
registry. Cases are also col lected by a periodic review of death cert i f icates f i led with the Cuam Off ice of Vital Stat isr ics. To test this
hypothes is  CCR records  were  rev iewed to  de termine the  number  o f  repor ted  cancer  cases  fo r  each e thn ic  g roup tha t  c la imed to  be
Cuam res idents .  S ince  a  h igh  propor t ion  o f  cancers  seen among Mic rones ians  on  Guam represent  cases  re fe r red  f rom the i r  home
is lands ,  i t  may a lso  be  tha t  these cases  on ly  represent  those cancers  most  l i ke ly  to  be  re fe r red  to  Cuam ra ther  than be inq  representa t rve
of  the  cancers  most  commonly  occur r ing  w i th in  these e thn ic  g roups  in  the i r  home is lands .
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cancer cases that  are d iag-
nosed of f - is land and not  re-
por ted to the regis t ry .

Introduction

I n  t he  f i r s t  annua l  r epo r t  o f  t he  CCRr  pub l i ca t i on  No .  l ,
Agana (2000),  Table 16.  i t  was repor ted that  cancer dearh
rates for  Micronesians (c i t izens of  the Commonweal th of  the
Northern Mar iana ls lands,  the Republ ic  of  the Marshal l
ls lands,  the Federated States of  Micronesia and the Republ ic
of  Belau)  for  the per iod 1 970 1979 were approximately  2.5
t imes that  of  the rate for  the same group for  the per iod

The Cuam Cancer Regist ry  (CCR) col lects data on cases of  l9B0 I  999.  A s imi lar  t rend was not  noted for  other  ethnic
cancer in  cuam residents whether  thei r  in i t ia l  d iagnosis is  groups a l though rates for  some of  the groups least  repre-
made on Cuam or  as a resul t  o f  a referra l  to  an of f - is land sented on Cuam (Blacks,  Asians and Others)  in  some cases
medical  fac i l i ty .  l t  a lso col lects data on cancer of  non-  var ied great ly  over  the same per iod.
res iden ts  d iagnosed  on  Cuam.  A l t hough  i nc lud ing  non -
cuamres iden tcance rcases ins ta t i s t i ca l  t ab lesw i l l  have the  l t  was  suspec ted  tha t  t he  unusua l  va r i a t i on  i n  cance r
ef fect  of  ra is ing local  cancer  rates,  th is  probably only  death rates observed for  Micronesians might  be due to
par t ia l ly  compensates for  the number of  Cuam-resident  cancer cases which were not  res idents of  cuam but  wno

Thus annual  s tat is t ics for  Cuam cancer deaths repor ted by
the Cuam Off ice of  Vi ta l  Stat is t ics are l ike ly  to be s l ight ly
lower than those repor ted by the CCR.

came to Cuam for  d iagnosis
and/or  t reatment  of  thei r  i l l -
ness e i ther  by medical  referra l

I t  was suspected that the unusual
variat ion in cancer death rates

observed for Micronesians might be or by sel f-referral .  To test this
Reports to the CCR are gen- due to cancer cases which were not nypothesis CCR records were

erated from avariety of sou rces
inc lud ing  the  cuam Memor ia l  

res idents  o f  Guam " '  
rev iewed to  de termine the
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medical  c l in ics and the Cuam Chapter  of  the Amer ican that  c la imed to be Guam residenrs (Table l ) .  On the basrs
Cancer Society.  Cases are a lso col lected by a per iodic  rev iew of  compar ison of  these stat is t ics i t  was concluded that  over
of death certif icates fi led with the Cuam Office of Vital the period studied an average of more than 40% of the
Stat is t ics.  Al though the of f ic ia l  Cuam death cer t i f icate form deaths of  Micronesians recorded in the CCR represenred
al lows for the coding of  only  I  o f f ic ia l  cause of  death,  cancer  non-res idents.
cases are inc luded in the CCR i f  cancer  is  noted under the
"Other  s igni f icant  condi t ions"  sect ion of  the death cer t i f i -  A table was created compar ing the inc idence rates previ -
cate but  are not  judged to be the under ly ing cause of  death.  ously  repor ted (bold type)  as wel l  as recalculated rates us ing
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partment of Public Health and Social services, Hagatna, jgTo-1974 couldbe due to the rack of accurate population
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Box may have been over estimated giving much rower than
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