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conduct ing research of  fera l  water  buf fa lo and was

frequent ly  exposed to contaminated water  (same general

area in  which the year  2000 race was held)  and 2 pat ients

had apparent ly  been exposed in other  countr ies (Pohnpei

and Thai land) .  A sero logical  survey of  s t ray dogs on Cuam

showed that 3 of I 80 had been infected with Leptospird

whi le  an animal  heal th survey of  farm animals showed
none of  34 cat t le  or  52 swine to have sero logic  ev idence

of Leptospira infections.

An apparently low level of Leptospira infection among

domest ic  animals on Cuam as wel l  as the absence of
in tensive agr icu l tura l  act iv i ty  on the is land may be respon-

s ib le for  the re lat ive ly  low level  of  leptospi ros is  observed
there compared to other  areas of  Micronesia2.  l t  is  a lso
oossib le that  the in t roduct ion to Guam of  the brown t ree

snake (Boiga irregularis), frequently vil i f ied for decimating
the is land's  wi ld  b i rd populat ion,  may have served some
usefu l  purpose by contro l l ing rodent  populat ions as wel l6 .

Postscr ipt :  Another  "Extreme-Adventure"  race was held
on Cuam in 200. |  but  the course was changed to avoid

the area frequented by feral water buffalo. No cases of

leptospi ros is  were repor ted.
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Leaders must be seen to be up front, uP to date,
up to their job and up early in the morning.

Lord Sieff (1889-L972). Former chairman of Marks & Spencer I
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