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From the Editorial Assistant – Azima Mazid

Offi ce of the Assistant Vice-Chancellor (Mäori and Pasifi ka) 
Directorate Pasifi ka – Massey University
Private Bag 102 904, North Shore Mail Centre, Albany, Auckland 
Phone: 09-414 0800 Ext 9767

Kia Ora, Bula Vinaka, Malo lelei, Talofa, and Pacifi c Greetings to all Pacifi c Health 
Dialog friends and readers! 

We are nearly there with the production of Pacifi c Health Dialog. We had 
mentioned time and time again that we are trying our best to catch up with the 
issues. We are hoping to have published the back issues pretty soon to enable us 
to be on track.  So hopefully by the end of 2010 we can hoist the fl ag of Pacifi c Health Dialog and be proud 
that we have achieved on time and continue with the specifi c goal of timely publications. 

To our happy and committed readers – the PHD website: www.pacifi chealthdialog.org.fj you could log in and 
read the past and future copies of Pacifi c Health Dialog.  Thank you to Dr.Berlin Kafoa, Jorama Koroivawai, 
and the FSMed group for maintaining and developing the website. 

Our special thanks goes out to the Assistant Vice-Chancellor (Mäori and Pasifi ka) Sir Mason Durie for all 
his support and enabling the Directorate to continue publishing the Pacifi c Health Dialog Journal. To the 
readers please talk to us so we may be better!

For this issue the Editorial team would like to thank all the Authors for their input and contribution towards 
making this issue an interesting and invaluable resource.  It is their contributions that make PHD alive and 
of course there are our reviewers who contribute voluntarily and tirelessly. 

Our special thanks goes out to:
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Marcus Samo
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Donald Post
Director of Health Services, Kosrae, FSM.  P.O. Box 790 
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96941.  E-mail: fxhezel@micsem.org
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E-mail: ohnmar@u.washington.edu

Norleen Oliver
Systems Administrator, Department of Health & Social 
Affairs.  P.O. Box PS 70, Palikir, FM 96941. Federated States 
of Micronesia. Email: noliver@fsmhealth.fm

Lois Englberger
Research Advisor, Island Food Community of Pohnpei, P. O. 
Box 1995, Kolonia, Pohnpei 96941 FSM. 
E-mail: nutrition@mail.fm
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Merlynn-Abello Alfonso
Medical Director/Owner, Genesis Hospital 
and Pharmacy. P.O. Box 1002, Kolonia, Pohnpei FM 96941, 
FSM.  E-mail: genesishospitalandpharmacy@yahoo.com

Jean Thoulag
Vice President for Instructional Affairs, College of 
Micronesia - FSM.  P.O. Box 159 Kolonia, Pohnpei, FM 96941, 
FSM.  E-mail: thoulagj@comfsm.fm

Dr. Giuseppe Cuboni
Professor and Coordinator, Public Health Training Program, 
College of Micronesia - FSM. P.O. Box 159 Kolonia, Pohnpei, 
FM 96941, FSM.  E-mail: cuboni_g@comfsm.fm

Boris Pavlin
Epidemiologist, Communicable Disease Surveillance and 
Response.  World Health Organization, Offi ce of the South 
Pacifi c. Department of Health and Social Affairs, PO BOX 
PS70, Palikir, FM 96941. E-mail: pavlinb@wpro.who.int

Hien Do Cuboni
A/Professor, PHTP, College of Micronesia - FSM.  E-mail: 
cuboni_hd@comfsm.fm.  Current contact: Technical 
Consultant, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, 
Pact Viet Nam.  E-mail: dohien72@gmail.com

External Reviewers
Lana Ka’Opua
Professor, University of Hawai‘i, Myron B. Thompson School 

of Social Work.  E-mail: lskaoopua@hawaii.edu

Greg Dever
Coordinator, Regional Human Resources for Health, Pacifi c 
Island Health Offi cers Association (PIHOA), Honolulu, Hawaii 
96813. Email: gregd@pihoa.org
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Director of Pasifi ka @ Massey, Massey University - 
Auckland, New Zealand.  
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Robert Spegal
Head, Micronesia Human Resource Development Center 
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E-mail: opalpac@mail.fm

Seini Kupu
Pandemic Infl uenza Preparedness Specialist, SPC - Noumea, 
New Caledonia. E-mail: SeiniK@spc.int

Michael Epp
Executive Director, Pacifi c Island Health Offi cers 
Association (PIHOA) - 345 Queen Street, Suite 604, Honolulu, 
HI 96813. Email:  michaele@pihoa.org

Mark Durand
Coordinator, PIHOA QA/QI Initiative, 1109 Melvin Ave, 
Maryville, Tennessee, 37803, U.S.A. 
E-mail: durand@worldnet.att.net OR durand@pihoa.org

William (Bill) Aalbersberg
Director, Institute of Applied Sciences, University of the 
South Pacifi c, Suva – Fiji Islands.  
E-mail: aalbersberg@usp.ac.f

Wendy Snowdon
Coordinator, C-POND (Pacifi c Centre for the Prevention of 
Obesity and Non-communicable Diseases), Fiji School of 
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